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Curriculum Vitae
John Shufelt

Associate Professor Visiting Associate Professor
Dept. of Foreign Lang. & Literature Dept. of American Studies (2017)
Tunghai University Brown University

Taichung, Taiwan Providence, Rhode Island
shufelt@thu.edu.tw Tel: 401-863-2896

Education

Ph.D., English Literature, 2011, School of English, University of Sheffield, England

M.S., Information and Library Science, 1996, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Illinois

M.A., English, 1987, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey

B.A., Literature, 1983, Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio

Teaching experience

Visiting Associate Professor of American Studies, (Spring, 2017). Department of
American Studies, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.
Associate Professor (2012-present), Department of Foreign Languages & Literature,
Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan. Courses taught: American Realism, 1865-
1920; Survey of Western Literature; American Literature; American Landscapes;
Research Methods; Western Writings on Taiwan; English Speaking and
Composition (all levels).
Lecturer (1988-2012), Department of Foreign Languages & Literature, Tunghai
University, Taichung, Taiwan.
Lecturer (1987-1988), Department of Foreign Languages & Literature, National
Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan.
Teaching Assistant (1985-1987), English Department, Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, New Jersey.
English Instructor (1983-1985), Interact Educational Services, Tokyo, Japan.

Current projects.

“Bound by Contract: American Abolitionists and the Chinese Coolie Trade.” Book-
length project investigating the involvement of American merchants in the
Chinese coolie trade. Chapter topics include: U.S. Commissioner Peter Parker and
the Robert Bowne mutiny of 1852; coolie trader James Tait vs the American ship
Hound, an 1855-1868 lawsuit involving the transportation of abducted Chinese;
abolitionist and merchant Lewis Tappan; and the intersections of race, labor, and
Chinese exclusion laws.

The Correspondence of Hugh and Elizabeth Ritchie. John Shufelt, ed. National Museum
of Taiwan History, Tainan, [forthcoming, 2018].


mailto:shufelt@thu.edu.tw

Publications

[2017]. “William A. Pickering in Formosa, 1864-1870.” Critical introduction in,
William A. Pickering, Pioneering in Formosa: Recollections of
Adventures among Mandarins, Wreckers, & Head Hunting Savages.
London: Hurst and Blackett, Ltd., 1898; reprint edition, Taipei: Camphor
Press.

2014. “Improvised Personas, Georgraphies, and Languages. Pp. 87-118, in Scenes from
Dutch Formosa: Staging Taiwan’s Colonial Past. LIyn Scott, Ed.
Portland, ME.: Merwin Asia, 2014.

2013. *“Charles Le Gendre — Biographical Notes.” History Taiwan 6 (November
2013):49-107; and Pp. Ixxiii-Ixxxvi; Ixxxvii-cii in, Li xian de tai wan ji
xing [Notes of Travel in Formosa] Tainan: National Museum of Taiwan
History.

2012. “Textual Introduction.” Pp. xiii-xxx-iv, in Notes of Travel in Formosa (1874), by
William Charles Le Gendre. Douglas L. Fix, John Shufelt, eds. Tainan,
Taiwan: National Museum of Taiwan History.

2012. “Persons and Corporations, 1850-1875" [Authors: John Shufelt and Douglas Fix].
Pp. 411-417, in Notes of Travel in Formosa (1874), by W. Charles Le
Gendre. Tainan, Taiwan: National Museum of Taiwan History.

2005. “The Trickster as an Instrument of Enlightenment: George Psalmanazar and the
Writings of Jonathan Swift.” History of European Ideas 31:2 (2005), 147-
71.

2003. *“‘Formosa’ in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1771-1910,” Proceedings of the
2002 Conference on the History of Science, Sixth Committee on the
History of Science, Academia Sinica, (March, 2003): 263-271.

1998. “Appropriating Formosa: Two Eighteenth Century European Accounts of
Taiwan,” Studies in English Literature & Linguistics 24 (June 1998): 257-
275.

Critical editions

2012  Charles W. Le Gendre, Notes of Travel in Formosa. Douglas L. Fix, John
Shufelt, eds. National Museum of Taiwan History, Tainan, Taiwan.
Chinese translation:  National Museum of Taiwan History, 2013.

Conference papers and invited talks

“Le Gendre and Notes of Travel in Formosa — an Introduction,” for the series,
“Introductory Lectures on Taiwan Classics, College of Arts, National Taiwan
Normal University, Taipei, November 11, 2015.

“Bound by Contract: The Slave Trade of Treaty-Port China.” Among Empires: the British
Empire in Global Imperial Context, Lingnan University, Hong Kong: 27-29 May
2015.

“Bitter Cargo: The ‘Coolie Trade’ of Amoy, 1847-1867,” Victorian Transport,



Australasian Victorian Studies Association (AVSA), annual conference, Honk
Kong University, July 10-12, 2014.

Key Note Speaker, “*Mixing Memory and Desire’: Presbyterianism in Central
Taiwan, 1871-1879,” The Gaze in Space: Moving Experience and Cultural
Representation, College of Humanities, National Taiwan Normal University,
December 4, 2010.

“An Illustrated History of Taiwan, 1860-2000,” Faculty of Intercultural Communication,
Ryukoku University, Kyoto, Japan, November 15, 2010.

“An Introduction to Higher Education in Taiwan,” Faculty of Intercultural
Communication, Ryukoku University, Kyoto, Japan, November 15, 2010.

“To Kill a Mockingbird — A Fifty-Year Retrospective,” American Corner, National
Taichung Library, Taichung, October 23, 2010.

“Mark Twain, Huck Finn, and Jim Crow,” American Corner, National Taichung Library,
Taichung, March 28, 2009

“Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson,” American Corner, National Taichung Library,
Taichung, March 14, 2009.

“Frederick Douglass and the American Slave Narrative,” American Corner, National
Taichung Library, Taichung, February 21, 2009.

“Presbyterian Missionaries in Tainan, 1865-1885,” Second International Conference on
Tainan Area Studies, The Concert Hall, Tree Valley Service Center, October 18-
19, 2008.

“Teaching the “‘Romanized Colloquial’ in Taiwan 1865-1885,” Reading the Evidence,
Evidence of Reading, University of London, July 21-23, 2008

“Charles W. Le Gendre and Aboriginality: A Case Study of Colonial Discourse Analysis
and Treaty Port Imperialism,” “Asia & the Other,” Department of English,
National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, 23 June 2007.

“Victorian Biology on the Qing Frontier: Robert Swinhoe’s Formosa Writings, 1858-
1866,” Imperial Curiosity: Objects, Representations, Knowledges, 27-29 June,
2007, Colonialism and Its Aftermath (CAIA), University of Tasmania,

Hobart, Australia

“George Leslie MacKay, Canadian Missionary in Treaty-Port Taiwan,” Borders and
Crossings/Seuils et Traverses 5, Woodbrooke College, Birmingham, 31 August —
3 September, 2004.

“Reciprocity and Reprisal on the Taiwan Frontier: Charles W. Le Gendre and Aboriginal
Formosa,” Imagined Modernities: Travel Literature, Illustration and the Nation-
State, 1850-1950, University of Coimbra, Portugal, February 25-28, 2004.

“‘Formosa’ in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1771-1929,” Committee on the History of
Science, Academia Sinica, Taipei, March 30-31, 2002.

“Recollecting Psalmanazar: A Reassessment of the Description of Formosa (1704-05)
and Its Relation to the Writings of Jonathan Swift,” Instruments of Enlightenment
Conference, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies, the University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, April 24, 1999.

“Discoveries of Formosa,” Institutional Colloquium, Institute of Sociology, National
Tsinghua University, November 18, 1998.

“Formosa as the Center of the Periphery in the Writings of Psalmanazar and



Benyowsky,” Third Annual Conference of The Research Group for Taiwanese
History and Culture, Columbia University, August 20-22 1998.

“Enduring Memories of False Formosa: An Assessment of Psalmanazar’s Fraudulent
Description of Formosa of 1704,” Fourth Annual North America Taiwan Studies
Conference, University of Texas at Austin, May 29-June 1, 1998.

“Formosa Renamed: The Need for Core and Comprehensive Bibliographies of Taiwan
Studies,” Third Annual North America Taiwan Studies Conference, University of
California at Berkeley, May 30-June 1, 1997.

“The Role of Academic Libraries in Taiwan’s Continued Development,” Second Annual
North America Taiwan Studies Conference, Michigan State University, May 24-
26, 1996.

Reviews

Essay reader/reviewer. Hanxue yanjiu Vol 32 no 2, January 2014.

Essay reader/reviewer. Concentric: Literary & Cultural Studies. Vol 40, no. 1, March
2014.

Essay reader/reviewer. Hwa Kang English Journal. Vol 19, September , 2013

Research grants & awards

Taiwan Historical Association and the National Museum of Taiwan History, 2016-2018,
for an edition of The Correspondence of Hugh and Elizabeth Ritchie.

Research Fellowship, “The New England Slave Trade, 1852-1862,” Phillips Library,
Peabody-Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts.

MOST Grant, 2014-2016, ““Charles Le Gendre, the Amoy Coolie Trade, and the

Formosa Colonization Scheme, 1867-1874" - 103-2410-H-029 -006 -MY 2.

NSC Grant, 2007-2008, “Plains Aborigines of Central and Southwestern Taiwan and the
Presbyterian Church: A Comparison of Treaty Port Missionary Representations
and the Received Memories of Church Origins” - 96-2411-H-029-001.

PhD Award Recipient, The Su Tian-shui Postgraduate Scholarship for the Study of the
Tainan Region, 2007. Funded by the Aisiang Cultural and Educational
Foundation.

Research Grant, Petrie-Watson Scholarship, Sheffield University, 2004. Project: Archival
research pertaining to George Leslie MacKay, and the Presbyterian Church of
Canada, Toronto.

Research Award, Chi-Mei Cultural Foundation, 2000. Project: Archival and editorial
research pertaining to Charles W. Le Gendre’s Notes of Travel in Formosa (1874)

Theses supervision

Joy Tso, M.A., 2016. “Charles Dickens and Victorian Fashion.” Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Nicholas Sumares, M.A., 2015. “Suburban Dream, American Nightmare: John Cheever’s
Postwar Fiction.” Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tunghai
University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Yin-Hsuan Liang, B.A., 2013. “The (Not So) Great Men: Male Relationships and



Masculinity in The Great Gatsby.” Department of Foreign Languages and
Literature, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Nicholas Sumares, B.A., 2012. “The Denial of Kin: Familial Relationships and Southern
Degeneracy in Flannery O’Connor’s Short Stories.” Department of Foreign
Languages and Literature, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Caroline Chen, B.A. 2000. “The Integration and Disintegration of Identity in Edgar Allan
Poe's Short Stories." Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tunghai
University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Professional & community organizations

Modern Language Association

North America Taiwan Studies Association
Amnesty International-Taiwan

British Red Cross, Sheffield, England

Administrative service

Coordinator, M.A. Program in American and British Literature, Tunghai University,
Taichung, Taiwan.
Organizing Committee Member. “Cities/Stories.” 15" Consortium for the Centers of the
Humanities. College of Arts, Tunghai University, May 22, 2010.
University Library Committee, Tunghai University (2008-2009, 2011-present)
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tunghai University:
Steering Committee (1989-1993; 1996-1997; 2001-2003, 2011-2013)
Chair, Library Development Committee (1997-2002, 2008-2009)
Chair, Majors Program Faculty Council (1998-1999)
Department Curriculum Committee, (2010-2011)
Faculty Affairs Committee (1990-1991; 1997-1998; 2010-2011, 2012-2013

Library research experience & expertise

American Library Association research librarian (from1996)

Reference Librarian (1995-1996), Education and Social Science, University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign

Reference Bibliographer/humanities (1993-1995), Tunghai University Library, Taiwan.

Research Assistant (1980), Library of Congress, Congressional Research Service (CRS),
Education & Public Welfare Section, Washington, DC.

Second-lanquages

Reading ability in Chinese, Japanese, Spanish, French and Portuguese
Advanced speaking in Mandarin; basic speaking skills in Japanese and Spanish
Residence in Taiwan, 1987-present

Residence in Japan, 1983-1985
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